,,  r,  pennsylv?^ni?a  game  commission 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
SUBJECT:  Endangered  Wildlife 

TO:  All  Concerned 

FROM:  Division  of  Information  & Education 

Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 


Responsibility  for  compiling  and  maintaining  informa- 
tion and  listings  of  endangered  and/or  threatened  wildlife  sjjecies 
and  subspecies  of  the  United  States  and  territories  is  vested  in 
the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Appropriate  additions  and/or 
deletions  are  x^’-it)lishad  as  needed  in  the  Federal  Register  for  publ 
comment  prior  to  official  adoxDtion  of  regulations.  Any  sjpecies  of 
plant  or  animal  on  the  federal  list  is  automatieally  afforded  x^vo- 
tection  within  Pennsylvania  under  applicable  laws.  Jigency  adminis 
trative  responsibilities  have  been  established  for:  maimaals  and 
birds — the  PennsyJ.vania  Gam.e  Commission;  fish,  rex^^tiles  and  amphi- 
bians— the  Pennsylvania  Fish  Commission;  plants — Pennsylvania  Depa 
ment  of  Environmental  Resources. 

In  Pennsylvania,  only  one  species  of  resident  m.a.mmal£;  is 
listed  as  endangered — the  Indiana  Bat  (Myotis  sodalis)  There  are 
no  mammal  species  listed  as  threatened.  Only  one  species  of  birds 
on  the  Federal  List  of  Endangered  Species  is  considered  native  to 
Pennsylvania — the  American  Peregrine  Falcon.  Although  it  has  been 
an  uncommon  migrant  through  the  state  in  recent  years,  effoirts  are 
being  made  to  re-establish  this  bird  as  a resident.  There  ^lre  no 
bird  species  listed  as  threatened. 

If  you  v’ish  to  bnov;-  the  current  status  of  these  or  other 
endangered  species,  contact: 

Office  of  Endangered  Species 
and  International  7\ctivitie3 
U.  S.  Fish  and  V7ildlife  Service 
V7nsliington,  D.  C.  20249 
TelexMione:  AC  202/343-5687 
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E ND ANG S PIED  S PBCIES  PROGRA-M  I S LAUNCI IE D 


The  Pennsylvania  GEinie  Cotniuission  ^ind  the  United  States  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  have  signed  a cooperative  agreement  to  launch 
an  endangered  species  program- in  the  commonwealth. 

Under  the  agreement,  the  federal  government  will  provide  'two 
dollars  for  each  dollar  spent  by  the  Game  Commission  during  the 
next  five  years  to  determine  the  status  of  and  improve  conditions 
for  threatened  or  endangered  species  in  Pennsylvania. 

Species  currently  listed  by  the  federal  government  as  being 
"Endangered"  which  are  or  were  resident  to  Pennsylvainia  are  bald 
eagles,  peregrine  falcons,  Indiana  bats,  Kirtland's  v;arblers  and 
Delmarva  fox  squirrels. 

Southeastern  Pennsylvania  v;as  once  part  of  the  Delmarva  fox 
squirrel’s  range,  vahich  is  nov/  restricted  'to  Kent,  Queen  Anne's, 
Talbot  and  Dorchester  Counties  in  Maryland. 

The  agreement  is  designed  to  foster  better  habitat  management 
and  protection  for  the  species  covered  by  the  program. 

Specifically,  funds  will  be  used  to  determine  the  status  of 
threa-tened  or  endangered-  species  of  wildlife  in  the  state,  for 
protection  of  these  species  through  lav;  enforcement,  acquisi-tion 
of  habitat  critical  to  the  threatened  or  endangered  species,  and 
intensive  in-service  training  for  Game  Commission  lav;  enforcement 
personnel  on  the  specialized  endangered  species  work. 

Signing  of  the  agreement  concludes  three  years  of  negotiation 
between  the  'two  agencies.  About  twenty  other  states  have  already 
executed  agreements  with  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

Congress,  in  fashioning  the  1973  Endangered  Species  Act,  in- 
corporated cooperative  agreements  in  order  to  allo\;  qualifying  states 
to  retain  and  strengthen  their  traditional  wildlife  management  roles. 

This  was  done  out  of  recognition  that  the  states  v;ant  to  assist 
in  the  restoration  of  their  own  endangered  species  and  sire  in  many 
cases  more  familiar  v;ith  the  conser"uation  nsjeds  and  biological  status 
of  their  resident  wildlife — and  those  species  which  may  be  headed  for 
•trouble — than  the  federal  government. 

The  states  and  territories  have  well  over  5,000  conservation 
officers  and  m3.ny  wildlife  biologists,  while  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  has  only  180  law  enforcement  officers  in  the  field 
Sind  only  a fcv;  hundred  field  biologists.  Thus,  tlio  agreements  greatl 
increase  the  available  manpov;er  to  conserve  ej-idangered  s[VGcies. 

Included  under  conservation  is  authority  to  conduct  rescxirch, 
census  taking,  law  enforcement,  protection,  habitcut  acquisition  and 
maintenance,  species  propagation,  live  tra.pping,  tivinsplant^ition  and 

limited  regulated  taking. 
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A species  of  plant  or  animal  may  be  listed  as  endangered  by  either 
the  federal  government  or  the  state  government . All  species  which 
are  listed  as  endangered  by  the  federal  government's  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  are  automatically  considered  endangered  and  given 
protection  in  Pennsylvania.  At  this  time,  no  additional  species 
have  been  listed  by  the  stats.  Some  may  be  proposed  in  the  future; 
if  so,  there  will  be  adequate  publicity  and  time  for  public  comment 
on  the  proposed  listing. 

Currently,  the  following  species  of  birds  and  mammals  which  are, 
or  were,  native  to  the  Commonwealth  appear  on  the  federal  (and 
therefore  the  state)  Endangered  Species  List: 

INDIANA  BAT  - Last  known  record  of  occurrence  in  Pennsylvania,  1966. 
Pennsylvania  is  on  fringe  of  its  distribution.  Unknown 
whether  it  still  occurs  in  state. 

Delmarva  FOX  SQUIRREL  - Has  not  been  seen  in  Pennsylvania  for  many 
years;  never  was  widespread,  occurring  only  in  a few  south- 
eastern counties. 

BALD  EAGLE  - Several  nesting  pairs  known  in  northv/estern  portion 

of  state;  only  a few  are  able  to  breed  successfully  each  year. 
PEREGRINE  FALCON  - Became  extinct  in  Pennsylvania;  a few  have  been 
reintroduced  from  captive  breeding  programs.  None  of  these 
are  yet  known  to  have  bred  in  the  wild  in  Pennsylvam.a . 

KIRTLAND'S  WARBLER  - Never  a breeding  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  but 

protected  because  it  m.ay  pass  through  the  state  during  migration. 
The  Pennsylvania  Came  Commission  has  responsibility  for  birds 
and  mruTimals  of  the  state.  For  information  on  reptiles,  amphibians 
and  fishes,  contact  the  Pennsylvania  Fish  Commission,  P.  O.  Box 
1673,  Harrisburg,  PA  17120. 

If  you  wish  to  know  the  current  status. 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
PENNSYLVAN I A CiAME  COMM  I S S I OxM 


ENDANGERED  ANT)  THREATENED  BIRDS  AND  MAMMALS 
IN  THE  CONTINENTAL  U.S. 

Status:  E - Endangered:  Any  species  or  subspecies  in  danger  of  extinction 

throughout  all  or  a significant  portion  of  its  range. 

T - Threatened:  Any  species  or  subspecies  which  is  likely  to  become 
an  endangered  species  within  the  foreseeable  future  throughout 
all  or  a significant  portion  of  its  range. 


Status 

Common  Name 

Scientific  Name  . 

Where  Found 

E 

Gray  bat 

Ityotis  gvisescens 

Central  f SE  U.S. 

E 

Indiana  bat 

My  Otis  sodalis 

E 5 Midwest  U.S. 

E 

Utah  prairie  dog 

_ Cynomys  pawidens 

Utah 

E 

Delmarva  Peninsula  fox 
squirrel 

SciuTus  'fiigov  oineveus 

Maryland 

E 

Salt  marsh  harvest  mouse 

Reitkrodo'ntomys  raviventi^is 

California 

E 

Morro  Bay  kangaroo  rat 

Dipodomys  kee'nnojini  rnowoensis 

California 

E 

San  Joaquin  kit  fox 

Vv.lpss  maarotis  rreutica 

California 

E/T 

Eastern  timber  wolf 

Cards  lupus  lyaaon 

Mich.  (E)  , Minn.  (' 

E 

Gray  wolf 

CcQiis  lupus  monstvabilis 

Tex.,  N.Mex. 

E 

Mexican  wolf 

Canis  lupus  haileyi 

Ariz.,  N.Mex.,  Tex 

E 

Northern  Rocky  Mountain 

wolf 

Cards  lupus  irremotus 

Wyo.,  Mont. 

E 

Red  wolf 

Canis  Tufus 

Tex . , La . 

T 

Grizzly  bear 

Ursus  aratos  horribilis 

Western  U.S. 

E 

Black-footed  ferret 

Mustela  nigvipes 

Western  U.S. 

T 

Southern  sea  otter 

Enhydj’a  lutvis  nereis 

California 

E 

Eastern  cougar 

Felis  concolor  couaar 

Eastern  U.S. 

E 

Florida  panther 

Felis  concolor  coryi 

Florida 

E 

Manatee 

Trichechus  manatus 

Florida 

E 

Golum.bian  white-tailed 

deer 

Odocoileus  virginianus  leucurus 

Ore.,  Wash. 

E 

Key  deer 

Odocoileus  virginianus  clavivm 

Florida 

E 

Sonoran  pronghorn 

Antilocccora  americana  sonorensis 

Ari zona 

E 

Mexican  duck 

Anas  diazi 

Tex . , Ariz . 

E 

California  condor 

Gynrnogyps  ca  lijovnia.nus 

California 

E/T 

Southern  bald  eagle 

Haliaeetus  leucocephalus 

leucocephalus 

T:  Mich., Minn., 
Ore.,  Wash.,  Wise. 
E:  All  other  43 

E 

Florida  Everglade  kite 

Rostrharpus  sooiabilis  plurnheus 

Florida 

E 

American  peregrine  falcon 

Falco  peregrinus  anatur 

U.S. 

E 

Arctic  peregrine  falcon 

Falco  peregrinus  tividadus 

Nortli  U.S. 

E 

Attwater's  greater 
prairie  chicken 

Tyrrroanuclius  cuvido  oddrateri 

*J  L.  L 

Texas 

E 

Masked  bobwliite  (quail) 

Coli'flus  idrginianus  'ridg'W'ayi 

Ariz.,  N.Mex. 

E 

Mississippi  sandhill  crane 

Gims  canadensis  pullo. 

Mississippi 

E 

California  clapper  rail 

Radius  lor.girostrus  ob boletus 

Cali fornia 

E 

Eight-footed  clapper  rail 

Rallus  longirostrus  levipes 

U.S. 

E 

Yuma  clapper  rail 

Rxiulus  lonqarostrus  vicriayienses 

Ariz.,  Calif. 

E 

California  least  tern 

Steima  albifrons  hroic-d.. 

U.S. 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possibie  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/endangeredwildliOOpenn 
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Status  Common  Name 


Scientific  Name 


Where  Found 


E 

E 


E 

T 


Thick-billed  parrot 
Ivory- -billed  woodpecker 
Red-cockaded  woodpecker 
San  Clemente  loggerhead 

shrike 

Bachman ' s warbler 
Kirtland's  warbler 
Cape  Sable  sparrow 
Dusky  seaside  sparrow 
Santa  Barbara  song  sparrow 
San  Clemente  sage  sparrow 


Rhyncovsi t ta  -pachyrhyncha 
Canrveph'ilus  winGiDalis 
Ficoides  borealis 
Lanius  ludovicianus  rmc,r'rsi 

Verrnivora  haohmanii 
Dendroica  kirtlandSi 
Anw.ospiza  maritima  mira'oilis 
A.rrmospiza  mooritirna,  nigrescens 
Melospiza  melodia  grarrLinea 
A^mphispiza.  belli  clementae 


Ariz.,  N.Mex 
SC  f SE  U.S. 
SC  Q SE  U.S. 
California 

SE  U.S. 

NC  U.S. 

Florida 

Florida 

California 

California 
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